
Aibítir na Gaeilge 
The Gaelic Alphabet 

 
Litir 

Letter 
Sean¥ló 

Old Script 
Sampla 

Example 
Béarla 
English 

Fuaimniú 
Pronunciation 

a a ard tall [h]ard 
b b braon drop brain 
c c caife coffee café 
d d dó 

deo 
for him 
forever 

dough 
Joe 

e e éist listen! [qu]est[ion] 
f f fir men fear 
g g glas green gloss 
h h halla hall Holla[nd] 
i i in in in 
l l lá day lo[g] 
m m mé I, me may 
n n níl not kneel 
o o ó from oh 
p p páirc field park 
r r, � rí king rea[l] 
s s, � suí 

sí 
sitting 

she 
see 
she 

t t tae 
te 

tea 
hot 

ta[ke] 
chai[r] 

u u úll apple [c]ool 
 

Consonants are slender (caol) next to: e, i  
Consonants are broad (leathan) next to: a, o, u 

 

 


