Ceacht aD6
L esson Two

The verb ta, meaning “is’, is used to describe the appearance, condition or location of someone or something.
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Y ou can describe the weather by using ta together with sé.

TaSean ard, achtaMaire iseal. Johnistall, but Mary is short.

ard tall fada long ramhar fat

isedl short (height) | gearr short (length) | tanai thin
Tamétinn. I'mill.

T&an cupan sa chistin. The cup isin the kitchen.

anseo here istigh inside saghairdin in the garden
ansin there amuigh outside sabhaile at home
Taséfuar. It's cold.

fuar cold fliuch wet dorcha dark

te hot tirim dry geal bright

Aswith all verbsin Irish, you must learn four sentence patters using t& the positive statement, the negative
statement, the positive question and the negative question. When answering ayes/no question in Irish, you usually
respond with the same words you use to make the positive or negative statements. Below are the forms of tain the
present tense (aimsir laithreach), which is used for describing something as it is right now. Asyou can see by the
changing forms of tathat it israther irregular. Fortunately, Irish only has 11 irregular verbs.
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Taséfuar. Itiscold.

Nil séfuar. Itisnot cold.

An bhfuil séfuar? Isit cold?

Nach bhfuil séfuar? Isn’t it cold?

Ta Y es (in response to a question with an bhfuil).
Nil. No (in response to a question with an bhfuil).

Below are the forms of tain the present habitual tense (aimsir ghnathlaithreach), used for describing how
something is on a continual or repeated basis. Y ou can often add the word “usually” to a sentence to get the idea

that bionn conveys.

Bionn séfuar.

Itis[usualy] cold.

Ni bhionn sé fuar.

Itisnot [usually] cold.

An mbionn séfuar?

Isit [usually] cold?

Nach mbionn sé fuar? Isn't it [usually] cold?

Bionn. Y es (in response to a question with an mbionn).
Ni bhionn. No (in response to a question with an mbionn).
Below are the forms of tain the past tense (aimsir chaite, used for describing how something was in the past.
Bhi séfuar. It was cold.

Ni raibh séfuar. It was not cold.

An raibh séfuar? Wasit cold?

Nach raibh sé fuar? Wasn't it cold?

Bhi. Y es (in response to a question with an raibh).
Ni raibh. No (in response to a question with an raibh).
Below are the forms of tain the future tense (aimsir fhaistineach), used for describing how something will be.
Beidh séfuar. It will be cold.

Ni bheidh séfuar. It will not be cold.

An mbeidh séfuar? Will it be cold?

Nach mbeidh sé fuar? Won't it be cold?

Beidh. Y es (in response to a question with an mbeidh).
Ni bheidh. No (in response to a question with an mbeidh).
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Y ou can use the various forms of ta mentioned above exactly as they are with any noun or pronoun.

29. | Ta Sean anseo. Johnis here.

30. | Tanaprétai anseo. The potatoes are here.
31. | Tamé anseo. | am here.

32. | Tatl anseo. You are here.

33. | Tasé anseo. Heis here.

34. | Tasl anseo. Sheis here.

35. | Tamuid anseo. We are here.

36. | Tasibh anseo. Yeare here.

37. | Tasiad anseo. They are here.

Specia combined (taite) forms of ta are commonly used instead of using the separate (scartha) form of tawith the
pronouns mé or muid. Y ou can get by without using these forms, but you will often hear them.

38. | TAm anseo.

T&a mé anseo.

Tamid anseo.

Tamuid anseo.

39. | Nilim anseo.

Nil mé anseo.

Nilimid anseo.

Nil muid anseo.

40. | An bhfuilim anseo?

An bhfuil mé anseo?

An bhfuilimid anseo?

An bhfuil muid anseo?

41. | Nach bhfuilim anseo?

Nach bhfuil mé anseo?

Nach bhfuilimid anseo?

Nach bhfuil muid
anseo?

42. | Bim anseo.

Bionn mé anseo.

Bimid anseo.

Bionn muid anseo.

43. | Ni bhim anseo.

Ni bhionn mé anseo.

Ni bhimid anseo.

Ni bhionn muid anseo.

44, | An mbim anseo?

An mbionn mé anseo?

An mbimid anseo?

An mbionn muid anseo?

45. | Nach mbim anseo?

Nach mbionn mé
anseo?

Nach mbimid anseo?

Nach mbionn muid
anseo?

46. | Do bhios anseo.

Bhi mé anseo.

[Do] bhiomar anseo.

Bhi muid anseo.

47. | Ni rabhas anseo.

Ni raibh mé anseo.

Ni rabhamar anseo.

Ni raibh muid anseo.

48. | Anrabhas anseo?

An raibh mé anseo?

An rabhamar anseo?

An raibh muid anseo?

49. | Nach rabhas anseo?

Nach raibh mé anseo?

Nach rabhamar anseo?

Nach raibh muid anseo?

50. | Bead anseo.

Beidh mé anseo.

Beimid anseo.

Beidh muid anseo.

51. | Ni bhead anseo.

Ni bheidh mé anseo.

Ni bheimid anseo.

Ni bheidh muid anseo.

52. | An mbead anseo?

An mbeidh mé anseo?

An mbeimid anseo?

An mbeidh muid anseo?

53. | Nach mbead anseo?

Nach mbeidh mé anseo?

Nach mbeimid anseo?

Nach mbeidh muid
anseo?
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The question word céis used to ask where something is.
C4& bhfuil t0? Whereareyou?
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Ca mbionn tu?

Where areyou [usually]?

Caraibh td?

Where wereyou?

Cambeidh ti?

Where will you be?

The question word cad (or céard) is used for the English word “what”. In Irish, cad and céard are followed by the
relative form of the verb, indicated by placing the relative pronoun ain front of the verb. When a appearsin front

of t4, the two combine to form ata.

Cad ata sachistin?

What isin the kitchen?

Cad a bhionn sachistin?

What is[usually] in the kitchen?

Cad a bhi sachistin?

What was in the kitchen?

Cad a bheidh sachistin?

What will bein the kitchen?

The question word cé is used for the English word “who”.
the verb.

Aswith cad, céisalso followed by the relative form of

Céata sachistin?

Who isin the kitchen?

Céabhionn sachistin?

Who is[usually] in the kitchen?

Céabhi sachistin?

Who was in the kitchen?

Céabheidh sachistin?

Who will bein the kitchen?

Below are several useful time expressions that can be used together with the different tenses of ta.

inniu today an tseachtain seo this week

inné yesterday an tseachtain seo caite last week

améarach tomorrow an tseachtain seo next week
chugainn

maidin inniu this morning an mhi seo this month

maidin inné yesterday morning an mhi seo caite last month

maidin amérach tomorrow morning an mhi seo chugainn next month

anocht tonight i mbliana this year

aréir last night anuraidh last year

oiche amarach tomorrow night an bhliain seo chugainn | next year

The following time expressions are useful with the present habitual (aimsir ghnathlaithreach) of ta.

i gconai always go minic often gach la every day

uaireanta sometimes 6 am go ham fromtimeto riamh ever / never
time
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ta —si.

tab nmi tab (in typing).

tabhacht nf3 1 importance; ta
tabhacht lena bhfuil le r4 agam what
I have to say is important; 2 signifi-
cance; 3 industry; ta tabhacht ann
he's industrious.

tabhachtach adjl 1 important;
phair thabhachtach important work;
2 significant; 3 industrious.

tabhaigh vb 1 earn; 2 deserve.

tabhair (pres tugann past thug fut
tabharfaidh vn tabhairt vadj
tugtha) vd 1 give; ordd a thabhairt
to give an order; fianaise a thabhairt
to give evidence, gealltanas a
thabhairt to give a promise; 2 bring;
3 take; 4 express (opinion); do
bhartil ar rud a thabhairt to give

one's opinion of something; 5 wage

(war).

o tabhairt amach 1 bring out;
2 give out, issue; 3 give out, scold;
tabhairt amach do leanbh to give
out to a child.

o tabhair ar 1 give in exchange
for; airgead moér a thabhairt ar rud

to pay a lot of money for something;

2 call, name; tugtar Sean Diarmuid
air he's called Sean Diarmuid;
3 compel; thug si orm é a

dhéanamh she made me do it; 4 rud

a thabhairt do dhuine ar iasacht to
give someone a loan of something.
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The Oxford Pocket Irish Dictionary
English-Irish / Irish-English Dictionary

The Oxford Pocket Dictionary is probably the most complete and up-to-date general -
purpose Irish dictionary available at thistime. The entries are very clear and good use
is made or bolding and italics to break up the entries. Vocabulary isfairly up-to-date
with recent vocabulary, irregular forms of words (e.g. genitives and plurals) are listed
and various uses of aword are clearly called out. A grammar section in the middle of
the dictionary gives a good summary of verb conjugations and noun and adjective
declensions (you need to know these to get all the forms of aword). Unlike the Focl6ir
Péca, however, the Oxford dictionary does not provide any pronunciation help with
Irish words.

ISBN: 0-19-860254-5
Publisher: Oxford University Press
Published: 2000

Match the Irish expressions on the |eft with the English equivalents on the right.

____amarach

____anmhi seo caite
____anmhi seo chugainn
___anmhi seo
____antseachtain seo

____antseachtain seo caite
____antseachtain seo chugainn

____anocht
____anais
____anuraidh

___ aréir
___gachla
____gominic
____igconai
____imbliana
___inné
____maidin améarach
___maidininniu
___06amgoham
____oiche amérach
___riamh
____uareanta
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Time Expressions

a. last night

b. this month

c. fromtimetotime
d. sometimes

e. tomorrow

f. tonight

g. often

i. tomorrow night
j. last month

K. now

l. ever

m. yesterday

n. next month

0. thisyear

p. next week

g. last year

r. tomorrow morning
S. thisweek

t. every day

u. this morning

v. last week

w. aways



