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The verb ta can be used together with the preposition ag (“with”) to make the equivalent of the verb “have’ in
English. The preposition ag combined with the article an eclipses the following word (except words beginning with

“t' or “d").
1. | Tacat ag Méire. Mary has a cat.
2. | Taluch ag an gcat. The cat has amouse.
Ag combines with the pronouns mé, td, sé, si, muid, sibh and siad to form the following prepositional pronouns.
3. | Tacat agam. | have a cat.
4. | Tacat agat. You have a cat.
5. | Tacat aige. He has acat.
6. | TAcat aici. She hasacat.
7. | Tacat againn. We have a cat.
8. | Tacat agaibh. Ye have acat.
9. | TAcat acu. They have a cat.

The verb ta can be used together with the preposition 6 (“from™) to make the equivalent of the verbs “want” or
“need” in English. The preposition ¢ by itself lenites the following word. The preposition 6 combined with the
article an contracts to 6n and eclipses the following word (except words beginning with “t” or “d”).

10. | Tacat 6 Mhaire.

Mary wants a cat.

11. | Taluch 6n gcat.

The cat wants a mouse.

O combines with the pronouns mé, tu, sé, si, muid, sibh and siad to form the following prepositional pronouns.

12. | Tacat uaim. | want a cat.

13. | Tacat uait. Y ou want a cat.
14. | Tacat uaidh. He wants a cat.
15. | Tacat uaithi. She wants a cat.
16. | Tacat uainn. We want acat.
17. | Tacat uaibh. Yewant acat.
18. | Tacat uathu. They want acat.

This combines with tato form at&

To ask what someone wants or needs, the question word cad is used. Cad isfollowed by the relative pronoun a.

19. | Cad atd ag Sean? What does John have?
20. | Cad abhi ag Sean? What did John have?
21. | Cad ata aige? What does he have?
22. | Cad ata 6 Shean? What does John want?
23. | Cad abhi 6 Shean? What did John want?
24. | Cad ata uaidh? What does he want?

To ask how many of something someone wants or needs, cé mhéad is used, followed by the relative pronoun a.
Unlike in English, the thing you’ re asking about in Irish occurs in the singular rather than the plural (e.g. Cé mhéad
paiste atd agat? is literally How many child do you have? rather than How many children do you have?). The word
ceann (“head”) and its variants are used to respond to a question of how many things; special personal numbers or
the word duine (“ person”) and its variants are used to answer a question about how many people.

25. | Cé mhéad paiste atd agat?

How many children do you have?

26. | Cé mhéad ata agat?

How many do you have?

27. | Tatriar agam.

| have three [children].

28. | Cé mhéad ispin ata uait?

How many sausages do you want?

29. | Cé mhéad ata uait?

How many do you want?

30. | Tatri cinn uaim.

| want three [sausages].
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Irish numbers and counting are rather complicated compared to English. Y ou have to use different forms of the
numbers when giving out a phone, house or bus number, when counting things and when counting people. When
counting or giving out a number, the word a precedes the number, and adds an “h” before a number starting with a
vowel.
Number Number of Counting Counting Counting Counting
Item Cups Things Friends People
0. | nad/ faic anad/ afaic cupan ar hith ceann ar bith caraar bith duine ar bith
1. | aon ahaon cupan amhéin / ceann amhain/ caraamhéin/ duine amhain /
aon chupan aon cheann aon chara aon duine [amhéin]
[amhain] [amhain] [amhain]
2.|dé ado dhéa chupan dha cheann beirt chara beirt
3. | tri atri tri chupan tri cinn tridr cairde tridr
4. | ceathair aceathair ceithre chupéan ceithrecinn ceathrar cairde ceathrar
5. | clig acuig clig chupan clig cinn cligear cairde cligear
6. | s asé sé chupén sécinn seisear cairde seisear
7. | seacht a seacht seacht gcupan seacht gcinn seachtar cairde seachtar
8. | ocht a hocht ocht gcupén ocht gcinn ochtar cairde ochtar
9. | naoi anaoi naoi gcupan naoi geinn naonur cairde naonar
10. | deich adeich deich gcupan deich gcinn deichnidr cairde | deichniar
11. | aon déag ahaon déag aon chupandéag |aoncheanndéag |aoncharadhéag |aon duine dhéag
12. | doé dhéag ado dhéag dhachupandéag |dhadcheanndéag |dharéag cairde dhéréag
13. | tri déag atri déag tri chupan déag tri cinn déag tri chara dhéag tri dhuine dhéag
14. | ceathair déag | aceathair déag |ceithre chupan ceithrecinndéag |ceithre chara ceithre dhuine
déag dhéag dhéag
15. | clig déag aclig déag cuig chupan déag |clig cinn déag cuig charadhéag | cliig dhuine dhéag
16. | sédéag asédéag sé chupén déag sé cinn déag sé chara dhéag sé dhuine dhéag
17. | seacht déag a seacht déag seacht gcupan déag|seacht gcinn déag  |seacht gcara dhéag| seacht nduine
dhé
18. | ocht déag ahocht déag ocht gcupan déag |ochtgcinndéag  |ocht gcara dhéag ocﬁ??]dui ne dhéag
19. | naoi déag anaoi déag naoi gcupdn déag |naoi gcinndéag  |naoi gcaradhéag | naoi nduine dhéag
20. | fiche afiche fiche cupan fiche ceann fiche cara fiche duine
21. | ficheahaon aficheahaon cupan isfiche ceann isfiche caraisfiche duineisfiche
22. | ficheado aficheado dhéa chupan isfiche|dha cheann isfiche|dha charaisfiche |dhadhuineisfiche
23. | ficheatri aficheatri tri chupanisfiche |tri cinnisfiche tri charaisfiche |tri dhuineisfiche
24. | fichea aficheaceathair |ceithre chupanis |ceithre cinnisficheceithre charais ceithre dhuineis
ceathair fiche fiche fiche
25. | ficheacluig aficheacuig clig chupénis clig cinnisfiche |clig charaisfiche | clig dhuineisfiche
fiche
30. | triocha atriocha triocha cupan triocha ceann triocha cara triocha duine
31. | triochaahaon | atriochaahaon |cupanistriocha |ceannistriocha |caraistriocha duineistriocha
40. | daichead adaichead daichead cupan daichead ceann daichead cara daichead duine
50. | caoga acaoga caoga cupan caoga ceann caoga cara caoga duine
60. | seasca aseasca seasca cupan seasca ceann seascacara seasca duine
70. | seachto a seachté seachté cupan seacht6 ceann seacht cara seacht6 duine
80. | ocht6 ahocht6 ochté cupan ochté ceann ochté cara ochté duine
90. | nécha anodcha nocha cupan noécha ceann nocha cara nécha duine
100. | céad acéad céad cupan céad ceann céad cara céad duine
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There are several waysto say “none” in Irish.

31. | Nil ceann uaim.

| don’'t want one.

32. | Nil ceann ar bith uaim.

| don’t want one at all.

33. | Nil rud ar bith uaim.

| don’t want anything.

34. | Nil aon rud uaim.

| don’t want anything.

35. | Nil aon rud ar bith uaim.

| don’t want anything at all.

36. | Nil tadauaim.

| don’t want anything.

37. | Nil dada uaim.

| don’t want anything.

38. | Nil faic uaim.

| don’t want anything.

To make the equivalent of “only” in English, you use the negative of the verb with ach (“but”).

39. | Nil ach ceann amhain uaim.

| only want one.

40. | Nil ach aon cheann amhéin uaim.

| only want one.

Comhral
A: An bhfuil péaisti agat?

B: T4 Tabeirt mhac agus inion amhain agam.

A: Tatridr inionacha agamsa.

B: An bhfuil cat agat?

A: Nil. Achtatri mhadra agam.
B: Ta dha chat agamsa.

Comhré 2

A: Cad ata uait inniu?

B: Nil uaim ach brioscai agus bainne.

A: Cé mhéad briosca ata uait?

B: Tri cinn. Dha cheann domsa
agus ceann do Shéamaisin.

Comhra 3

: Nach raibh Una anseo ar maidin?
Bhi.

: Cad abhi uaithi?

Bhi ordisti uaithi.

: Nach bhfuil oraisti aici sabhaile?
: An bhfuil si tinn?

Nil. Achtasaghdan ar amac.
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Nil. Ni raibh ach dha cheann uaithi.

Conversation 1

Do you have [any] kids?

Yes. | have two sons and a daughter.
| have three daughters.

Do you have a cat?

No. But I have three dogs.

| have two cats.

Conversation 2
What do you need today?
| only want cookies and milk.

How many cookies do you want?
Three. Two for me
and one for Jimmy.

Conversation 3
Wasn't Una here in the morning?

Yes.

What did she want?

She needed oranges.

Doesn’t she have oranges at home?
No. She only wanted two.
Issheill?

No. But her son hasacold.
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tabard, m. (gs. & npl. -aird, gpl. ~). Tabard.

tabhach = TosHACH

tabhacht, f (g ~a). 1. Importance;
significance, substance. Ba mhér an ~ punt an
uair sin, a pound was really worth something at
that time. T4 ~ lena chuid cainte, his words
carry weight, Focal gan ~, a word of no
consequence. Is beag an ~ &, it is no great
matter, of no importance. 2. Industry, thrift.
Bean a bhfuil ~ inti, a woman who is well able
10 manage.

tabhachtach, a/. 1. (a) Important. Ceisteanna,
imeachtai, ~a, important questions, events. Is
~ an obair i, it is very important work. Is é an
rud is tabhachtai &, it is the thing that matters
most. (8) Substantial, consequential. Feirmeoir
~, substantial farmer. Duine ~ i bpobal, a

person of o lence in a c ity. 2.

Industrious, thrifty. T4 sé ~ i mbun a ghnd, he
his b ec ically. (Var
tabhachtmhar)

tabhaigh, ¢ (vn -bhi m, gs. -ithe). 1. Earn,
deserve. Thabhaigh sé airgead mor, he earned a
lot of money. Thabhaigh sé cld do féin, he
gained a reputation for himself. Thabhaigh ti
an t-achasan sin, vou deserved that reproach.
Ta sé tabhaithe agat, it is coming to you, Cad ¢
a thabhaigh an ondir seo dom? To what do | owe
this honour? 2 = TOIBHIGH.

tabhail = tocHaL?

tabhaill'. 1. gs. af TABHALL'. 2. f= TABHALL'

tabhaill’ : TapnaLL?

tabhaill, f= TanmaLr?

tabhailléadan = tamHLEADAN.

tabhair, v.r & i (pres. tugann, p. thug, fur
tabharfaidh, vn. ~t, pp. tugtha). 1. Give. (a)
Grant, bestow, confer, provide, contribute. Rud
a thabhairt in aisce, go fonnmhar, le gean ar
dhuine, to give sth. gratis, willingly, out of

affection for 5.0, Feéirin, sintiis,
cuimhneachan, a thabhairt, 1o give a keepsake,
a sub a token of k e. Thug sé

swim mhaith airgid, he gave a good sum of
money. Cuidii, tacaiocht, misneach, a
thabhairt, 1o give help, backing, encouragement.
Md thugtar cead dul ar aghaidh leis an obair, if
permission is given to proceed with the work.
Post, 1, pi a thabhairt, to give a
job, a salary, a pension. N7 thugann siad ach
coicis sacire sa bhliain, they only give a
fortnight's holidays in the year. Seilbh, teideal,
a thabhain, to give p ion, a title. Thug s¢

an garrai beag isteach leis an teach, he gave the
little garden in addition to the house. Cairde,
faill iocaiochta, a thabhairt, 1o give credit, time
to pay. Thug s¢ punt de lacdiste, he gave a pound
rebate, Céim, ondir, a thabhairt, 10 give a
degree, an honour. Nd ~ dmds ach mar a
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Focloir Gaeilge-Béarla O Donaill

O Donaill’s Irish-English dictionary is amust have if you plan to read anything but the
simplest worksin Irish. The contents are alittle dated, but the vocabulary is otherwise
very complete. Each entry includes forms for genitives and plurals (when not obvious) as
well as any irregular forms of words. Entries are extensive, giving numerous uses of the
words, often with full phrases or entire sentences used as examples. Alternate spellings
(e.g. didectical variants) are referenced at the bottom of entries, and alternate spellings
often are shown as their own entries with references to the standard form of the word.

ISBN: 1-85791-037-0
Publisher: An GUm
Published: 1977

Numbers

Match the Irish expressions on the |eft with the English equivalents on the right.

___ fiche

___ beirt
____dhacheann
___ seisear cailini
____Dbliainisfiche
____tridr cairde
____ocht gcupan
____deichnidr paisti
__tricinndéag
____ocht ngloine
___trichatisfiche
____catamhain
___ceithre chupan
____catarbith
___trichat
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a. eight glasses

b. ten children

C. two [people]

d. twenty three cats
e. twenty one years
f. four cups

g. one cat

h. twenty

I. three cats

j. no cat

k. eight cups

. two [things]

m. thirteen [things]
n. six girls

0. three friends



