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Y ou can say what you like or don’t like using the copulaisin the present tense together with an appropriate
adjective (e.g. maith — ‘good’) and the preposition le or one of the prepositional pronouns made fromle. The
preposition le prefixes an h to the following word if it beginswith avowel. The combination of le and an forms
leis an, which eclipses the following word, except when it beginswith t or d.

Ismaith liom sicin.

| like chicken.

Ismaith leat sicin.

Y ou like chicken.

Ismaith leissicin.

He likes chicken.

Ismaith |& sicin.

Shelikes chicken.

Ismaith linn sicin.

We like chicken.

Ismaith libh sicin.

Y ou like chicken.

Is maith leo sicin.

They like chicken.

Is maith le Sean sicin.

John likes chicken.

Is maith le hAine sicin.

Anne likes chicken.
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Ismaith leis an gcat sicin.

The cat likes chicken.

An maith leat sicin?

Do you like chicken?

Nach maith leat sicin?

Don't you like chicken?

Is maith.

Yes[isgood].

Ni maith.

No [isn't good].

Ni maith liom sicin.

| don’t like chicken.

Isbrealiom sicin.

| love chicken.

Iscumaliom sicin.

| don’t mind chicken.

Is cuma.

It doesn’'t matter.

Is cuma duit.

It's none of your business.

Is cumaliom agam n6 uaim é.

| don’t care whether | have it or not.

Isfuath liom sicin.

| hate chicken.

Isgréin liom sicin.

| detest chicken.

Céacu isfearr leat, sicin n6 iasc?

Which do you prefer, chicken or fish?

Isfearr liom sicin.

| like chicken better.

Isfearr liom sicin ndiasc.

| like chicken better than fish.

Ni maith liom ceachtar acu.

| don't like either of them.

Isbrealiom iad araon.

| love them both.

Iséan sicin an biaisfearr liom.

Chicken is my favorite food.

Cad é an biaisfearr leat?

What' s your favorite food?

Y ou can say what you would or wouldn't like, or make an offer to someone using the conditional form of the
copula ba together with an appropriate adjective and the preposition le. Notice that al forms of ba lenite the

following adjective.

Ar mhaith leat sicin?

Would you like some chicken?

N&ar mhaith leat sicin?

Wouldn’'t you like some chicken?

Ba mhaith.

Y es [would be good].

Nior mhaith.

No [wouldn’t be good].

Nior mhaith liom sicin.

| wouldn’t like any chicken.

Babhrealiom sicin.

I’d love some chicken.

Cé acu ab fhearr leat, sicin nd iasc?

Which would you prefer, chicken or fish?

B’fhearr liom sicin.

I’d prefer chicken.

B’fhearr liom sicin ndiasc.

I’d prefer chicken to fish.
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Y ou use the copulais together with the preposition le to tell who something belongsto. Y ou can ask who
something belongs to by using the question cé leis. Remember that to say that you have something now (even if it
isn't yours), you use the verb ta together with the preposition ag.

39. | Céleisan leabhar se0? Whose book is this?
40. | Isliomsa é. It'smine.

41. | Isleatsa é. It'syours.

42. | Isleisean é./ Isleis-sean é. It'shis.

43. | Isléiseé It'shers.

44. | Islinneé./Islinn-neé. It'sours.

45. | Islibhse é, It'syours.

46. | Isleosan é. It'sthers.

47. | Isle Sean é. It'sJohn’s.

48. | IslehAineé. It sAnne's.

49. | Isleisan gcailin é. It'sthegirl’s.

50. | Ni liomsa é. It's not mine.

51. | Anleatsa €? Isit yours?

52. | Nach leatsa €? Isn't it yours?

53. | Isliom. Y es [iswith me].
54. | Ni liom. No [isn't with me].

To describe who something used to belong to, you use the past tense of the copula, ba, which looks exactly like the
conditional. Y ou can ask who something belonged to by using the question cér leis.

55. | Cér leis an leabhar seo?

Whose book was this?

56. | Baliomsaé. It was mine.
57. | Nior liomsaé. It wasn't mine.
58. | Ar leatsa é? Wasit yours?

59. | Nér leatsa €?

Wasn't it yours?

60. | Baliom.

Y es [was with me].

61. | Nior liom.

No [wasn't with me].

62. | Bale Sean é.

It was John’s.

63. | BalehAine é.

It was Anne's.

64. | Baleisan gcailin é.

It wasthegirl’s.
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The past tense forms of ba can be used together with the expressions we learned in the previous lesson, too.

Cad ab ainm do? What was his name?
Seén ab ainm dé. John was his name.
Cérbh ésin? Who was that [man]?
Cérbhisin? Who was that [woman]?
Cérbhiad sin? Who were those [peopl€] ?
Baésin Sean. That was John.

Bai sin Méire. That was Mary.

Baiad sin Sean agus Maire. Those were John and Mary.
Arbh ésin Seén? Woas that John?

Arbhi sin Méire? Wasthat Mary?

Arbhiad sin Sedn agus Méaire? Were those John and Mary?

Baé. Yes[it washim].
Bali. Yes|[it was her].
Baiad. Yes|[it was them].
Niorbh é. No [it wasn't him].
Niorbh . No [it wasn't her].
Niorbh iad. No [it wasn't them].

Cén post a bhi agat?

What job [post] did you have?

Cén jab abhi agat?

What job [job] did you have?

Cén tdli bheatha a bhi agat?

What job [way of life] did you have?

Ba mhuinteoir mé.

| was ateacher.

Nior mhudinteoir mé.

| was not ateacher.

Ar mhtinteoir thi?

Were you ateacher?

Baea Yes|[it was s0].

Niorbh ea. No [it was not so].
Ar mhinteoir é? Woas he ateacher?
Ar mhlinteoir i? Woas she a teacher?

Ar mhiinteoir é Sean?

Was John ateacher?

Ar mhiinteoir | Maire?

Was Mary ateacher?

Ar ti an muinteoir?

Were you the teacher?

Bamé. Yes[wasl].

Nior mé. No [was not 1].

Arbh é an muinteoir? Was he the teacher?
Baé. Yes [was him].

Niorbh é. No [was not him].

Arbh i an miinteoir? Was she the teacher?
Bali. Y es [was her].

Niorbhi. No [was nhot her].

Arbh iad namuinteoiri? Were they the teachers?
Baiad. Y es [was them].

Niorbh iad. No [was not them].
Arbh é Sedn an muinteoir? Was John the teacher?
Arbh i Méire an muinteoir? Was Mary the teacher?
Arbh iad Sean agus Maire na muinteoiri? Were John and Mary the teachers?
Ba é Sedn an muinteoir. John was the teacher.
Bai Maire an muinteoir. Mary was the teacher.

Baiad Sean agus Maire na miinteoiri.

John and Mary were the teachers.
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Comhral Conversation 1

A: An bhfuil peann agat? Do you have a pen?

B: T4 Seo duit. Yes. Hereyou are.

A: Anleatsa é? Isit yours?

B: Niliom. Islem’athair é.

Comhra 2

A: Cérbh ésn?

B: Baé mo dhearthéir Padraig é.

A: Arbh i abhean chéle an bhean abhi leis?
B: Bai. Catraoineisainmdi.

A: Arbh é agcatsan a bhi leo?

B: Niorbh ea. Baé mo chatsaé.

Comhra 3

: Cérbh i an bhean abhi leat?
Bai mo charai.

- Cad abainmdi?

Sileab ainm di.

: Cén post atdaici?

Ba mhuinteoir i,
achisailtire anoisi.

w>»>w>wr>

No. It'smy father’'s.

Conversation 2

Who was that?

He was my brother, Patrick.

Was the woman with him his wife?
Yes. Her nameis Katherine.

Was that their cat with them?

No. It wasmy cat.

Conversation 3
Who was the woman with you?
It was my friend.

What was her name?

Her name was Sheila.
What' s her job?

She was a teacher,

but she's an architect now.

Sneachta, le Leah Elliott, as “ Duanaireacht nanOg’ .

Is maith liom sneachta, mar ta sé go deas. | like snow, becauseit’ s nice.
Ta sé fuar agus ta séfliuch. It's cold and it’s wet.

Ta sé ban, ta sé bog. It'swhite, it’s soft.

Ni maith liom sneachta, arsa mo Mhamai, | don't like snow, said my Mommy,
mar ta do bhroga fliuch because your shoes are wet

agus td do hata salach. and your hat isdirty.

Madr a, le Doireann de Burca, as “ Duanaireacht nanOg”.

Tamadra beag donn agam, | have a small brown dog,
Sammy is ainm do. Sammy is his name.

Bionn sé amuigh sa ghairdin Heis outside in the garden
ag sugradh liom gach & playing with me every day.
Is maith liom mo mhadra beag. | like my little dog.
Sammy mo charaisfearr. Sammy my best friend.
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' Sa Bhaile <. BuntusFoclora
Aol [worma oiciho T . AChildren’slIrish Picture-Dictionary
o | v IZQ;‘:' , |
- I_,_ L= -""' .. BuntusFocloraisapicture dictionary containing over 1000 words and pictures. Itisagreat
e e | book to browse through to improve your vocabulary, as the words are mostly those that you
s | /'”‘., - '__" f would usein everyday situations. Each pair of pages covers a different topic (home, kitchen,

| food, occupations, adjectives, seasons, body parts, colors, etc.) Some pages have apicturein
the middle containing all the words from the topic (for agame of “I spy” with afriend,

perhaps).

ISBN: 0-7171-3752-X (small format) or 0-7171-2601-3 (large format)
Publisher: Gill & Macmillan

An maith leat ...

Scriobh amach an maith leat né nach maith leat narudai aleanas.
Write out whether you like or don't like the following things.

Examples:
E1 (sicin—chicken) Is maith liom sicin.

E2. (brioscai — cookies) — Ni maith liom brioscai.
E3. (toitini — cigarettes) — Is fuath liom toitini.

1. (uibheacha—eggs)

2. (cdis—cheese)
3. (beoir —beer)
4. (iasc—fish)

5. (seacldid — chocolate)

Scriobh amach cé acu isfearr leat. Write out which you prefer.

E1. (sicin/cais— chicken/cheese) — Isfearr liom sicin na cais.
E2. (beoir/fion — beer/wine) — Ni maith liom beoir nafion.

1. (sicin/mairteoil — chicken/beef)

N

(siucra/mil — sugar/honey)

w

(tae/caife — tealcoffee)

Ea

(torthai/glasrai — fruit/vegetables)

o

(madrai/cait — dogs/cats)
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