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Thislesson looks at verbs from An Dara Rémnit (The Second Conjugation). These are verbs that have more than
one syllable in the Modh Ordaitheach and are sometimes referred to as “long verbs’. Verbsin An Dara Rémnid
end in—<a)igh, -(a)il, -(a)in,~a)ir or -is.

The Modh Ordaitheach (Imperative Mood) of the verb is used to give commands. The most common forms of the
imperative are the command given to one person (thisis also the form of the verb you usually find in adictionary),
the command given to more than one person (formed by adding —(a)igi after removing the —(a)igh ending, if
present), and the equivalent of “let’s” in English (formed by adding —(a)imis after removing the —(a)igh ending).
The word na is used to give a negative command, and prefixes an h- to words beginning with avowsl.

COUON OkwWNE

Ceannaigh an ceann seo. Buy this one.

Ceannaigi an ceann Seo. Y'all buy this one.
Ceannaimis an ceann Seo. L et’s buy this one.

Na ceannaigh an ceann seo. Don’t buy this one.

Na ceannaigi an ceann seo. Y'all don’t buy this one.
Imigh abhaile. Go home.

Imigi abhaile. Y'all go home.

I mimis abhaile. L et’sgo home.

Na h-imigh abhaile. Don’t go home.

Na h-imigi abhaile. Y'all don’t go home.
Freagair an cheist. Answer the question.
Freagraigi an cheist. Y'all answer the question.
Freagraimis an cheist. L et’sanswer the question.
Na freagair an cheist. Don’t answer the question.
Na freagraigi an cheist. Y'all don't answer the question.

Below are afew other common verbs that follow the patterns shown by ceannaigh, imigh and freagair .

T osaigh anois direach. Start right now.
Criochnaigh anois é. Finish it now.

Breathnaigh ar an teilifis. Watch the television.
Ullmhaigh an dinnéar. Prepar e the dinner.

Ardaigh do lamh. Raise your hand.

Eirigh anois, a stor. Get up now, dear.

Inisdom d’ainm le do thail. Tell me your name please.
Imir cluiche peile. Play a game of football.
Oscail an doras dom, le do thail. Open the door for me, please.

The Aimsir Chaite (Past Tense) is formed from the M odh Or daitheach by leniting the first letter of the command
for one person. It tells about what has happened in the past. ar and nar are used to ask questions, and nior is used
to make negative statements. Synthetic forms are commonly used for |, ending in (a)ios and we, ending in
-(@)iomar. D’ is prefixed to verbs beginning with avowel or f, and do is often prefixed to other verbs.

Cheannaigh mé carr nua. | bought anew car.
[Do] cheannaios carr nua. | bought a new car.
Cheannaigh tl carr nua. Y ou bought a new car.
Cheannaigh se carr nua. He bought a new car.
Cheannaigh si carr nua. She bought a new car.
Cheannaigh muid carr nua. We bought a new car.
[Do] cheannaiomar carr nua. We bought anew car.
Cheannaigh sibh carr nua. Y'all bought anew car.
Cheannaigh siad carr nua. They bought a new car.
Cheannaigh Seén carr nua. John bought a new car.
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Nior cheannaigh mé carr nua.

| didn’t buy anew car.

Nior cheannaios carr nua.

| didn’t buy anew car.

Ar cheannaigh tu carr nua?

Did you buy a new car?

Nar cheannaigh ta carr nua?

Didn’'t you buy anew car?

Cheannaigh. / [Do] cheannaios.

Y es (bought / | bought).

Nior cheannaigh. / Nior cheannaios.

No (didn't buy /1 didn’t buy).

Céar cheannaigh tl an carr? Where did you buy the car?
D’imigh mé go luath. | left early.
D’imios go luath. | [eft early.

Ar imigh td go luath?

Did you leave early?

Nér imigh td go luath?

Didn't you leave early?

D’imigh. / D’imios.

Yes (left/ | left).

Nior imigh. / Nior imios.

No (didn’t leave/ | didn't leave).

Nior imigh mé go luath.

| didn’t leave early.

D’ fhreagair mé an cheist.

| answered the question.

D’ fhreagraios an cheist.

| answered the guestion.

Ar fhreagair tl an cheist?

Did you answer the question.

Nar fhreagair tl an cheist?

Didn’'t you answer the question.

D’fhreagair. / D’ fhreagraios.

Yes (answered / | answered).

Nior fhreagair. / Nior fhreagraios.

No (didn’t answer / | didn’t answey).

Nior fhreagair mé an cheist.

| didn’t answer the question.

The Aimsir Laithreach (Present Tense) is formed by adding the endings —(a)ionn to the end of the M odh
Ordaitheach form after dropping off the «(a)igh at the end, if present. The words an and nach are used to ask
questions, and ni is used to make negative statements. Synthetic forms are commonly used for |, ending in —(a)im,

and we, ending in —(a)imid.

Ceannaionn mé bainne san ollmhargadh.

| buy milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaim bainne san ollmhargadh.

| buy milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaionn tu bainne san ollmhargadh.

Y ou buy milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaionn sé bainne san ollmhargadh.

He buys milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaionn si bainne san ollmhargadh.

She buys milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaionn muid bainne san ollmhargadh.

We buy milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaimid bainne san ollmhargadh.

We buy milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaionn sibh bainne san ollmhargadh.

Y'al buy milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaionn siad bainne san ollmhargadh.

They buy milk in the supermarket.

Ceannaionn Sean bainne san ollmhargadh.

John buys milk in the supermarket.

Ni cheannaionn mé bainne san ollmhargadh.

| don’t buy milk in the supermarket.

Ni cheannaim bainne san ollmhargadh.

| don’t buy milk in the supermarket.

An gceannaionn tu bainne san ollmhargadh?

Do you buy milk in the supermarket?

Nach gceannaionn tu bainne san ollmhargadh?

Don't you buy milk in the supermarket?

Ceannaionn. / Ceannaim.

Yes (buy /| buy).

Ni cheannaionn. / Ni cheannaim.

No (don't buy / | don't buy).

Ca gceannaionn tl bainne?

Where do you buy milk?
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73. | Imionn mé ag atri a chlog.

| leave at three o’ clock.

74. | Imim ag atri achlog.

| leave at three o' clock.

75. | Animionn tu ag atri achlog?

Do you leave at three o’ clock?

76. | Nach n-imionn ti ag atri achlog?

Don't you leave at three 0’ clock?

77. | Imionn. / Imim.

Yes (leave/ | leave).

78. | Ni imionn. / Ni imim.

No (don't leave/ | don't leave).

79. | Ni imionn mé ag atri achlog.

| don’'t leave at three o’ clock.

80. | Freagraionn mé na ceisteanna go léir.

| answer all the questions.

81. | Freagraim na ceisteanna go léir.

| answer all the questions.

82. | An bhfreagraionn tl na ceisteanna go léir?

Do you answer all the questions?

83. | Nach bhfreagraionn ti na ceisteanna go |éir?

Don't you answer al the guestions?

84. | Freagraionn. / Freagraim.

Yes (answer / | answer).

85. | Ni fhreagraionn. / Ni fhreagraim.

No (don’t answer / | don’t answer).

86. | Ni fhreagraionn mé na ceisteanna go léir.

| don’t answer all the questions.

The Aimsir Fhaistineach (Future Tense) isformed by adding —6idh or —eoidh to the Modh Ordaitheach forms
after dropping —(a)igh, if present. Synthetic forms are often used for we, ending in —6imid or —eoimid.

87. | Ceanndidh mé an ceann eile.

| will buy the other one.

88. | Ceanndidh tu an ceann eile.

Y ou will buy the other one.

89. | Ceanndidh sé an ceann eile.

He will buy the other one.

90. | Ceanndidh si an ceann €ile.

She will buy the other one.

91. | Ceanndidh muid an ceann eile.

We will buy the other one.

92. | Ceanndimid an ceann eile.

We will buy the other one.

93. | Ceanndidh sibh an ceann elle.

Y'all will buy the other one.

94. | Ceanndidh siad an ceann eile.

They will buy the other one.

95. | Ceanndidh Seadn an ceann eile.

John will buy the other one.

96. | Ni cheann6idh mé an ceann dile.

| won’'t buy the other one.

97. | An gceannoidh tu an ceann eile?

Will you buy the other one?

98. | Nach gceanndidh ti an ceann eile?

Won't you buy the other one?

99. | Ceanndidh.

Yes (will buy).

100. | Ni cheann6idh.

No (won't buy).

101. | Cagceannoidh tu an ceann eile?

Where will you buy the other one?

102. | Imeoidh mé amarach.

| will leave tomorrow.

103. | Animeoidh ti améarach?

Will you leave tomorrow?

104. | Nach n-imeoidh ti amarach?

Won't you leave tomorrow?

105. | Imeoidh.

Yes (will leave).

106. | Ni imeoidh.

No (won't leave).

107. | Ni imeoidh mé amérach.

| won't |leave tomorrow.

108. | Freagroidh mé an cheist.

| will answer the question.

109. | An bhfreagréidh td an cheist?

Will you answer the question?

110. | Nach bhfreagréidh tl an cheist?

Won't you answer the question?

111. | Freagréidh.

Y es (will answer).

112. | Ni fhreagréidh.

No (won't answer).

113. | Ni fhreagr6idh mé an cheist.

| won’'t answer the question.
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Comhral Conversation 1

A: Ar cheannaigh tu an leabhar nua sin? Did you buy that new book?

B: Cheannaigh. Yes.

A: Arléighta éfés? Did you read it yet?

B: Nior léigh. Thosaigh méair, No. | started it,

ach nior chriochnaigh mé go faill é.

but | didn’t finish it yet.

A: Criochnoidh ta go tapa é. You'll finish it quickly.

Nil séré-fhada It’s not too long.
Comhra?2 Conversation 2
A: Oscail an dorasle do thail. Open the door, please.
B: D’oscaill mé cheanaé, ach dhin Maire é. | already opened it, but Mary closed it.
A: Osclaigi anois € agus na dunaigi aris €l Open it now and don't close it again!
B: Oscloidh mise é. 1’1l openiit.
Comhra3 Conversation 3
A: Ar érigh sibh go moch ar maidin? Did you get up early this morning?
B: D’érigh. D’'ériomar ag ase. Yes. Wegot up at six.
A: Arimigh sibh go luath? Do you leave early?
B: Nior imigh. No.

Bhreathnaiomar ar an teilifis piosa ar dtus. We watched TV for awhilefirst.
Comhra 4 Conversation 4

A: Ar fhreagair tU naceisteannago lér?
B: Nior fhreagair. Tosoidh mé anocht orthu.
A: An gcriochndidh td inniu iad?

B: Ni chriochnéidh. Criochnéidh mé amarach iad.

Did you answer all the questions?
No. I'll start on them tonight.
Will you finish them today?

No. I'll finish them tomorrow.

Seanfhocail Proverbs

A. | Giorraionn beirt béthar. Two shorten aroad.

B. | Ni 6lann namnaleann ach imionn sélena Women do not drink beer but it leavesin their
linn. presence.

C. | Ni bheathaionn nabriathra na bréithre. Words do not feed the friars.

D. | Nuair ad'imigh anleann d'imigh an greann. | When the beer left the fun left.

E. | D'ordaigh Diactinamh. God ordered help.

F. | Aimsionn an dall abhéal. The blind man finds his mouth.

G. | Imionn an t-6r agus fanann an Ginseach. The gold leaves and the foolish woman

remains.

H. | Seachain teach an tabhairne né isbairnighis | Avoid the pub or barnacles will be your food.

beatha duit.
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Teach Yourself Irish

Teach Y ourself Irish (Diarmuid O Sé and Joseph Sheils, NTC
Publishing Group 1993, ISBN 0-8442-3800-7) is a good
introduction to Irish conversation and grammar. Each lessonis
based around atopic of conversation and is followed by
explanations of grammar points and information about the
language. There are afew exercisesin each lesson that are
answered at the back of the book. Thereisa CD available with
the course but it’ s not the best of the Irish recordings available.

Teach Yourself Irish Grammar

Teach Y ourself Irish Grammar (Eamonn O Dénaill, ISBN 0-07-
146369-0) is agreat book for learning Irish grammar. Material
is well-organized, with each chapter covering a specific
grammatical topic. There are exercises at the end of each chapter
with answers in the back of the book.

Ceisteanna

Lion na bearnai sna habairti aleanas. Bain Usaid as an bhfoirm cheart den bhriathar idir lGibini.
Fill in the blanks in the following words. Use the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1. (ceannaigh)

Did you buy anew car?

2. (imigh)

| went home early.

3. (freagair)

Will you answer that question?

4. (tosaigh)

Shedidn't start yet.

5. (criochnaigh)

He will never finishit.

6. (ullmhaigh)

Did you prepare the breakfast for me?

7. (inis)

He won’t tell you the truth.

8. (imir) siad peil Ghaelach gach |a
They play Gaelic football every day.

9. (oscail)

Don't open the door yet.

ta carr nua?

abhaile go luath.

td an cheist sin?

sériamh é

tU an bricfeasta dom?

sé an fhirinne duit.

an doras go faill.

1. ar cheannaigh; 2. d’'imigh mé; 3. an bhfreagréidh; 4. nior thosaigh; 5. ni chriochnéidh; 6. ar ullmhaigh; 7. ni inseoidh; 8. imrionn; 9. n& h-oscail
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