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Theverb taisused very frequently in Irish, and is also irregular, so it isimportant to learn all the forms it appears
in. The following examples show how to report back what someone said when aform of ta was used.

“Tamétinn’, adeir Sean.

“I"'msick”, says John.

Deir Sean go bhfuil sétinn.

John saysthat heis sick.

“Nil métinn”, adeir Sean.

“I’m not sick”, says John.

Deir Sedn nach bhfuil sétinn.

John saysthat heisn't sick.

“Bhi métinn”, adeir Sean.

“1 was sick”, says John.

Deir Sean go raibh sétinn.

John says that he was sick.

“Ni raibh métinn”, ader Sean.

“] wasn't sick”, says John.

Deir Sean nach raibh sétinn.

John says that he wasn’t sick.

“Beidh métinn”, adeir Sean.

“1 will besick”, says John.
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Deir Sedn go mbeidh sétinn.

John says that he will be sick.

“Ni bheidh métinn”, adeir Sean.

“1 won't be sick”, says John.

Deir Sedan nach mbeidh sétinn.

John says that he won't be sick.

Regular verbs follow a dlightly different pattern that ta when reporting back what someone says using aregular

verb.

“Ceannaim brioscai gach 1&”, aduirt Sile.

“| buy cookies every day”, said Sheila.

Duirt Sile go gceannaionn si brioscai gach la.

Sheila said that she buys cookies every day.

“Ni cheannaim brioscai gach |4’, aduirt Sile.

“1 don’'t buy cookies every day”, said Sheila.

Duirt Sile nach gceannaionn si brioscai gach |a

Sheila said that she doesn’t buy cookies every day.

“Cheannaigh mé brioscai inn€”, aduirt Sile.

“1 bought cookies yesterday”, said Sheila.

Duirt Sile gur cheannaigh si brioscai inné.

Sheila said that she bought cookies yesterday.

“Nior cheannaigh mé brioscai inn€’, aduirt Sile.

“1 didn’t buy cookies yesterday”, said Sheila.

Duirt Sile nér cheannaigh si brioscai inné.

Sheila said that she didn’t buy cookies yesterday.

“Ceanndidh mé brioscai amarach”, aduirt Sile.

“I’ll buy cookies tomorrow”, said Sheila.

Duirt Sile go gceanndidh si brioscai amérach.

Sheila said that she will buy cookies tomorrow.

“Ni cheannéidh mé brioscai amérach”, aduirt Sile.

“1 won't buy cookies tomorrow”, said Sheila.

Duirt Sile nach gceanndidh si brioscai amérach.

Sheila said that she won’t buy cookies tomorrow.

There are several other expressions in Irish that use go, nach, gur, and nar in the same way as deir does. Many
English expressions that use the word “that” have aform of goin Irish.

Silim go bhfulil si tinn.

| think that she's sick.

Ceapaim go bhfuil si tinn.

| think that she’ s sick.

Feicim go bhfuil si tinn. | seethat she'ssick.
Chuala mé go bhfuil si tinn. | heard that she's sick.
Is décha go bhfuil si tinn. She' s probably sick.

Is costil go bhfuil si tinn.

It seemslike she's sick.

Is d6igh liom go bhfuil si tinn.

| think that she’ s sick.

Ni déigh liom go bhfuil si tinn.

| don’t think that she's sick.

B’ fhéidir go bhfuil si tinn. Perhaps she' s sick.
Taafhios agam go bhfuil si tinn. | know that she's sick.
Tasuil agam nach bhfuil si tinn. | hope that she's not sick.

T se soiléir go bhfuil si tinn.

It's clear that she's sick.

Tasi anseo toisc go bhfuil si tinn.

She' s here because she' s sick.

Tasi anseo cé go bhfuil si tinn.

She's here although she' s sick.

Cén féth go bhfuil si tinn?

Why is she sick?
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a. Cad é se0?

b. An bhfuil ceann agat féin?
c. Cabhfuair tu €?

d. Cén dath ata air?

e. Cad adhéanann tu leis?

a. Cad atd saphictilr seo?
b. Cabhfaigheann ta é?

c. Cad a dhéantar leis?

d. Cad as a dhéantar €?

e. An mbionn siad milis n6 goirt?

a. Cad atd saphictiar ar chlé€?

b. An maith leat iad?

c. An bhfuil ceann agat sa bhaile?
d. Cad a dhéantar leis?

e. Cad afhaightear uaidh?

a. Cén saghasrud é seo?

b. Cad adhéantar leis?

c. Cad as adhéantar €?

d. An bhfuil ceann agat sa bhaile?
e. Cé mhéad acu at4 sa seomra seo?
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a. Cén tir ata sa phictiur seo?

b. An raibh ta inti riamh?

c. Cén teanga a labhraitear inti?

d. An bhfuil Gaeilge ag muintir natire seo?

e. Cén biaaitheann muintir natire?

a. Cad atd ar sitl saphictitr seo?

b. Cé chomh minic is adhéanann tu €?

c. Cén fath go / nach ndéanann ta €?

d. Cén teanga a Usdideann tu?

e. Cad a Gsaideann tu chun é a dhéanamh?

Ceacht 20 (FO7-M20)




